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fortune-tellers and augurs who cast lots
before God and explained His will in
mysterious rhythmical utterances. Muham-
med was at first more intimately connected
with this class of Arab fortune-tellers than is
usually supposed. The best proof of the fact
is the vehemence with which he repudiates
all comparison between these fortune-tellers
and himself, even as early Christian apolo-
getics and polemics attacked the rival cults
of the later classical world, which possessed
forms of ritual akin to those observed by
Christianity. The existence of a fortune-
telling class among the Arabs shows that
Muhammed may well have been endowed
with psychological tendencies which only
awaited the vivifying influence of Judaism
and Christianity to emerge as the prophetic
impulse forcing him to stand forth in public
and to stir the people from their indifference:
" Be ye converted, for the day of judgment
is at hand : God has declared it unto me, as
he declared it unto Moses and Jesus. I am
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